
The Eastern Tandem Rally is a volunteer group of tandem cycling enthusiasts who rally 
together to ride and socialize at tandem events held in the Northeastern United 
States. It is the oldest organization of its kind in North America, and has sponsored an 
annual tandem rally continuously since 1973.

ETR sponsors two major tandem bicycle rallies each year:
• Eastern Tandem Rally
• MATES (Mid Atlantic Tandem EnthusiastS)



How did Reed & Karen get involved

• Attended 9 ETR and MATES rallies since 2002

• Put together routes for Southern Tandem Rally 
Pre-Tour in Williamsburg in 2015

• Arms were twisted at MATES rally in Culpeper 
in 2017

• We are retired



Planning for the Rally
• Date
• Hotel
• Routes
• Friday Ice Cream Social
• Saturday Lunch
• Saturday Banquet
• Banquet Entertainment
• Sunday Boxed Lunch

• Budget
• Registration Fee
• Approval by ETR Board
• Local Permits
• Insurance
• Volunteers
• Photographs
• Swag, Gifts & Door Prizes



Sharing Responsibilities

Reed
• Hotel room block

• Permits

• Routes

• Photo coordination

• Socks

• License Plates

Karen
• Meal planning & Cookies

• Banquet

• Entertainment

• Swag, Gifts and Door Prizes

• Name tags

• Bookkeeping (with Linda 
Coppinger)



Budget
Include:
• Meal costs
• Facilities rental
• Entertainment
• Permit Costs
• Swag

Registration fee:
• Cover rally costs
• 10% contingency
•  Assume 80% attendance
• $35,000 estimated

– Generated by $145/person 
registration

• $31,000 spent
– $4,000 surplus



Volunteers

• Friday ride start at 
Chickahominy 
Riverfront Park

• Registration

• Ice Cream Social

• Cookie Baking

• Sag Support

• Saturday Signage

• Saturday Rest Stop

• Saturday Cookie Stop

• Saturday lunch

• Sunday lunch

• Final tear-down and 
clean-up 



Reservations Required
• Room block at Williamsburg Woodlands Hotel
• JCC shelters at Chickahominy Riverfront Park and 

Little Creek Reservoir Park
• York River State Park Shelters
• Williamsburg Community Building
• W&M School of Education Banquet Room
All needed to be locked down before date could be 

set and advertised



Permits Required
• Williamsburg Special 

Event Permit
• JCC Special Event Permit
• York River State Park 

Special Event Permit
• Charles City Special Event 

Permit
• VDOT Land Use Permit for 

JCC, York and Charles City

• NPS Special Event Permit
• Approval by JCC Police
• Approval by Charles City 

Sheriff
• Approval by York County 

Sheriff
• Approval by Virginia State 

Police 



Williamsburg ETR Logo
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Swag













120 Tandem Teams from 
22 states plus Ontario



Friday Rides
Sturgeon Point Loop – 27 Miles 
• Optional Lunch Stop at Blue Heron 

Restaurant

Capital Trail Out and Back – 28 Miles
• Optional Lunch Stop at Cul’s

Charles City Loops – 38 or 42 Miles
• Optional Lunch Stops at Cul’s and Indian 

Fields Tavern

Cool Hill Metric – 62 Miles
• Optional Lunch Stop at Indian Fields 

Tavern

















Friday Evening Ice Cream Social
Williamsburg Community Building











Saturday Rides
Short Ride – 36 Miles 
• Cookie Stop at Waller Mill Park at Mile 10 

(9:00-11:00 am)
• Lunch at York River State Park at Mile 20

Medium Ride – 46 Miles
• Rest Stop with Cookies at Little Creek 

Reservoir Park at Mile 19 (9:00 am – Noon)
• Lunch at York River State Park at Mile 32

Long Ride – 62 Miles
• Rest Stop with Cookies at Little Creek 

Reservoir Park at Mile 19 & Mile 34 (9:00 am 
– Noon)

• Lunch at York River State Park at Mile 47

LUNCH IS SERVED FROM 11:30 AM TO 1:30 PM
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Saturday, June 16, 2018 Rides - York River State Park 

36 Mile Ride 
	 	 46/62 Mile Rides 
	 	 62 Mile Ride Extension
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Group Photo on Saturday Morning before the Mass Start

8:00 am SHARP

























Little Creek 
Park Rest Stop

































Saturday Evening Banquet
William & Mary School of Education





Saturday night 
entertainment by Timothy 
Seamans on the hammer 

dulcimer
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Sunday, June 17, 2018 Rides - Colonial Parkway, Brickbat & Jolly Pond 

Short Ride - 22 Miles 
	 	 Medium Ride - 29 Miles 
	 	 Long Ride - 43 Miles
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Sunday, June 17, 2018 Rides - Colonial Parkway, Brickbat & Jolly Pond 

Short Ride - 22 Miles 
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Sunday Rides

We have 7-Miles on the Colonial Parkway
• Ride single-file 
• Watch out for the seams

























Sunday Store Stop at Spoke & Art











Economic Benefits of ETR
240 participants spending money locally

• 80% of total expenditures spent locally = $25,000
• 272 room nights @ $140 = $38,080
• Assume $100 for meals outside of rally x 120 teams = 

$12,000
• Assume $100 for miscellaneous expenses x 120 teams = 

$12,000
Total = approximately $83,000 + room, meals and sales tax




